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Land Steward / Terrapin Protection Program Coordinator

About Orenda:

Founded in 1986, Orenda Wildlife Land Trust is a not-for-profit land trust based in
Barnstable, MA. Orenda’s mission is to preserve and protect open space for wildlife
habitat, fresh air, and water quality in sanctuaries on Cape Cod and throughout
Massachusetts. Partnering with other land trusts to protect parcels under conservation
restriction, we own or manage 65 sanctuaries (and counting!) covering over 750 acres.
We advance our mission through innovative public education, special events, and policy
forums on issues related to wildlife.

Position Description:

This is a year-round, part-time (20—-25 hours/week) position requiring occasional
evenings, weekends, and travel. This position is based in Barnstable, MA (Cape Cod).

Pay Range: $30-$33 per hour, depending on experience
Reporting to: OWLT Executive Vice President

The Land Steward / Terrapin Protection Program Coordinator plays a vital dual role:
supporting Orenda’s land stewardship responsibilities while leading the organization’s
Diamondback Terrapin Protection Program - a core wildlife conservation initiative at our
Wyman “Turtle Garden” Sanctuary in West Barnstable.

This position monitors sanctuaries and CRs, performs land management tasks,
engages with landowners to resolve issues, and represents Orenda in the community.
Equally important, the person in this role oversees all aspects of terrapin protection,
monitoring, data collection, volunteer engagement, and public education related to the
species.
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The person in this role participates in the Land & Wildlife Committee, collaborates
closely with volunteers and partner organizations, and serves as a primary ambassador
for Orenda’s mission, wildlife initiatives, and community outreach.

Responsibilities:

Responsibilities are prioritized seasonally and include both outdoor fieldwork (%4) and
community outreach and office-based administrative tasks (7).

Land Stewardship:

e Monitor Orenda’s fee-owned sanctuaries and conservation restrictions (CRs)
using GPS, site maps, deeds, historical records, etc.
Maintain and organize records related to property monitoring and management.
Perform land management tasks (trash removal, invasive species control, habitat
improvement).
Ensure continuity of past stewardship and habitat projects.
Communicate with neighbors, landowners, municipal officials, and partner
organizations regarding land management tasks and violation remediation.

e Coordinate volunteer work days with AmeriCorps, land trusts, community
partners, and Orenda volunteers.

e Recruit, train, and support volunteers; lead guided hikes, training sessions, and
educational events.
Check and maintain motion-triggered wildlife cameras and collect/curate footage.
Attend and report out at Land & Wildlife Committee meetings, quarterly Board
meetings, and partner organization meetings.

e Contribute photos, video, and summaries to support communications, outreach,
and development strategies.

e Provide general office support at Orenda headquarters, including email and
phone outreach.

e Assist with organizational recordkeeping, budgets, filings, certifications, and
related administrative tasks.
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e Maintain Orenda’s tools and storage area at the Cape Wildlife Center; purchase
supplies/equipment as needed.

Diamondback Terrapin Protection Program:

e Serve as the Terrapin Protection Program Coordinator, overseeing all aspects of
terrapin conservation at Wyman Sanctuary.

e Train, coordinate, and support volunteer Terrapin Guardians and community
participants in conjunction with OWLT leadership and program advisors/experts.

e Monitor, protect and document nesting adult terrapins, hatchlings, and evidence
of predation throughout the nesting season.

e Maintain habitat, nesting sites and program infrastructure (including the on-site
tool bin and volunteer monitoring equipment).

e Collect, organize, and analyze field data related to terrapin activity, nest success,
habitat conditions, and population indicators.
Maintain necessary permits, summarize and submit season findings.
Represent Orenda’s terrapin work in public events, educational programs, and
outreach activities.

e Collaborate with partner organizations and regional networks focused on wildlife
and habitat protection.

e Stay up to date on scientific research, trainings and protocols.

Preferred Skills & Qualifications:

21+ years old

Valid driver’s license

Scientific/educational background in wildlife biology, ecology, or related field
Experience in conservation and land/wildlife management

Experience working with diamondback terrapins or other turtle species
Experience with GPS systems and basic field data collection methods
Confident engaging with landowners, partners, local officials, and the public
Skilled in leading groups and developing/facilitating educational programming
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Comfortable performing office and administrative tasks

Proficient in Microsoft and Google Suite

Solutions-oriented, with strong critical-thinking and problem-solving abilities
Exceptional attention to detail and strong interpersonal skills

Ability to take direction and work both independently and collaboratively
Experience managing independent projects and meeting deadlines
Eagerness to serve in the role for 2+ years

To apply: Please submit a cover letter, resume, and 3 references with contact

information to info@orendalandtrust.org

Ideally, references include 1-2 previous employers/supervisors, 1 teacher/advisor,
and/or 1 family member or friend.

Orenda Wildlife Land Trust is an equal opportunity employer. All applicants will be
considered without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, national origin, disability, or veteran status.
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